GALATIANS: THE GOSPEL, HUMAN OR DIVINE?

PROPHETIC LESSONS, CHAPTERS 3 & 4 (Chiasm)
(Numbers in the cells represent verses. Bible text is NIV. Oblique lettering is Jack Rendel’s paraphrasing. Words in bold are parallel concepts in corresponding cells.)

THE COVENANT OF PROMISE

LAWS AND ELEMENTAL PRINCIPLES

SONS AND HEIRS

A 3:1-18 ABRAHAM'S RIGHTEOUSNESS COUNTED BY THE COVENANT OF PROMISE
1. ... foolish Galatians! Who has bewitched you? 2. Did you receive the Spirit by observing the law or by believing what you heard?
6. Consider Abraham: “He believed God and it was credited to him as righteousness.”
8. ... God would would justify the Gentiles by faith ...
10. All who rely on the law are under a curse. 12. The law is not based on faith ...
13. Christ became a curse for us by dying hung on a tree.
14. Christ redeemed us so the blessing of Abraham would come to the gentiles through Christ, so that by faith we might receive
the promise of the Spirit.
17. The law, introduced 430 years later, does not set aside the covenant previously established by God and thus do away with the
promise.
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B 3:19-25 THE PURPOSE OF THE LAW
19. The law was added because of transgressions until the Seed to whom the promise referred had
come.
1. ... putinto effect by angels through a mediator
22.-23. The Scripture and the law made us prisoners of sin by the law until faith would come.
24. So the law was put in charge to lead us to Christ that we might be justified by faith.
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C 3:26-29 SONS OF GOD
26. You are all sons of God through faith in Jesus Christ ...
27. ... baptized into Christ ... clothed with Christ.
28. ... neither Jew nor Gentile, slave nor free, male nor female ... all one in

Christ ...

29. If Christ’s ... Abraham’s seed and heirs ...
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C’ 4:1-7 RIGHTS OF SONS
1. What | am saying is this ...
2. Heir while a child same as slave, under guardians and tutors.
3. ... we were in slavery, under the basic principles of the world.

4. God sent his Son ... born under the law 5. to redeem those under law that
we might receive the full right of sons. 6. ... God sent the Spirit of his Son into

our hearts .... 7. ... God has made you ... an heir.

B’ 4:8-20 WEAK AND MISERABLE PRINCIPLES
8. Formerly ... did not know God ... slaves to non-gods.
9. Do you want to be enslaved again by elemental principles of the world such as the
observation of special days and months and seasons and years?
12. Become like me as | became like you.
14. You treated me like an angel, like Jesus Christ.
19.-20. | wish | could be with you because | experience child birth pains to see Christ formed in
you.

A’ 4: 21-31 ABRAHAM'S SON ISAAC BORN BY THE COVENANT OF PROMISE
21. ... you who want to be under the law, are you not aware of what the law says?
22. Abraham had two sons one by the slave woman and one by the free.
23. ... his son by the free woman was born as the result of the promise.
24. ... the two women represent two covenants. 24.-25. Hagar is Mt. Sinai, the present city of Jerusalem ... in slavery with her
children. 26. ... the Jerusalem that is above is free, and she is our mother.
28. Now you brothers, like Isaac, are children of promise. 29. The son born by ordinary means persecuted son born by the
Spirit. It is the same now.
30. But the son of the slave is not to inherit with the son of the free. 31. We are children of the free not the slave.
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